Cass River Greenway Meeting Minutes

March 2, 2016
City of Vassar Office 1:00 – 3:00 PM

Bridgeport Launch Projects

Bill Wheeler reported that Bridgeport will be awarded a grant from the Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund for construction of a park/canoe launch at the Hoffman site (corner of Dixie Highway Bridge and Cass River).  Design work will begin after final approval by the state legislature, followed by a permit application to the DEQ.  The goal is to begin construction in 2016.
Bill also reported that the Davis Park launch project design is complete and the DEQ permit has been appproved.  A pre-bid construction meeting is scheduled for March 3.  Construction is planned for 2016.
Vassar Launch Project

Brian Chapman reported that the Vassar project is undergoing some design modifications and will be complete very soon. The DEQ permit request is also being finalized.  Bids will go out after receipt of the approved DEQ permit.  Construction is planned for 2016.
M-46 Launch Site 
Joe Toth reported that the site design is complete, the MDOT right-of-way permit for the launch has been approved, and the DEQ permit has been approved. Russ Fall provided a list of area contractors that Joe requested. Construction is planned for 2016.
Caine Road River Access Project

Russ Fall reported his discussion with DNR management regarding adding some signage at the access site was positive.  Once the M-46 site is complete we will finalize a proposal for common signage at each of the State Game sites.
Streambank Erosion Project

Jim and Tiffany are looking for property owners interested in having tree revetments installed on their property.  If you have suggestions contact Jim and Tiffany.  We will also need more trees.
2016 Cass River Clean Up

The Tuscola County Conservation District has submitted the grant request for this year’s clean up which will be hosted by Caro.  The date has not yet been set, although a July date is anticipated.
Additional conoes will be needed for this year’s event based on the water level anticipated and distance to cleaned.

Saginaw Bay RC&D “Celebration of Success”
Saginaw Bay RC&D hosted their annual “Celebration of Success” on Feb. 25, 2016.  The event was held at the Frankenmuth Bavarian Inn.
Ken Block was awareded the Distinguished Service Award for Vounteerism for his work with the Cass River Greenway and support of the Streambank Erosion Program.

Due to the weather problem the program was abreviated.  Frank Starkweather gave a presentation on the Saginaw Bay Blueways Water Trail project and Jonathan Jarosz gave a presentation on the cultural changes taking place as the younger generations mature and how those changes are impacting recreational wants/needs and eco-tourism.

2016 Phragmites Control Plan

Bob Zeilinger reported on a positive meeting with the Saginaw County Road Commission adminstrators.  They have agreed to treating roadsides in Spaulding and Birch Run townships if we provide them survey maps.

Additionally, Michelle reported that Tuscola County Road Commission will again support our efforts in Tuscola County.  We anticipate surveying 3 townships in Tuscola County.  More volunteers will be needed this summer to complet the survey work.
Water Trail Designations and Balancing Nature and Commerce

A discussion was held regarding the potential of promoting our water trail and other area amenities to enhance eco-tourism and business opportunities by drawing visitors to our area.  The committee was very positive about persuing this and Brian Chapman volunteered to contact Sheila Stamiris as a first step.  We will discuss this again at our May 11 meeting.
Next Meeting:  Wednesday, May 11, 2016  1:00 – 3:00PM

                           Vassar City Office
Bob Zeilinger
March 3, 2016
