Cass River Greenway Meeting Minutes

September 14, 2016
Bridgeport Township Office 1:00 – 3:00 PM

July 23 Cass River Clean Up Recap
Gene Suuppi reported on this year’s clean up.  The group met at the Chippewa Landing in Caro and cleaned the river downstream and upstream for a total of approximately 4 miles.  Between 2 to 3 tons of trash was collected including approximately 30 tires and several steel and road construction drums.
2017 Cass River Clean Up

The group discussed potential areas to target next year’s clean up.  Cass City area seemed to be the leading condidate at this point.  Dennis McCabe and Gene Suuppi agreed to follow up on this plan.
Great Lakes Rendezvous – Aug 18-21 Recap
Bill Wheeler reported that Bridgeport hosted the 1760’s encampment reenactment event that drew about 100 people from all over the mid-west.  Fifteen to twenty camps were set up and demonstrated fur trading, hatchet throwing and various other activities.  The event will be held in Bridgeport again in August of 2017.
Hoffman Park Launch

Bill Wheeler reported that the launch/park design is complete.  The DEQ permit application will be submitted soon.  Target completion date is July, 2017.

M-46 Launch

Joe Toth reported that the project is complete with the exception of signage.  Joe stated that people are already using the launch and are very pleased with it.  Thank you to the Frankenmuth Jaycees who donated $19,000 to fund this project.
Vassar Launch

Due to various delay issues in obtaining the DEQ permit, this project will not be completed this year, but pushed into the summer of 2017.

Kiosk Water Trail Panel (Map) Update

Bob Zeilinger reported that due to new and soon to be installed launches, the water trail map signs mounted on the launch kiosks need to be updated.  The group agreed we should proceed with updating the maps as well as a version of it that can be posted on our website.  Additional upgrades to maps and web sites will be pursued at a later date.

Additional Upper Cass River Launch Sites
Dennis McCabe reported that Cass City is interested in exploring the construction of a kayak launch near their Waste Water Treatment Plant.

It was also recommended that if a Cass City launch is pursued, an assessment should be undertaken to determine other potential launch sites between Cass City and Caro, since that run would be quite long.

It was recommeded that when initial plans are made, public meetings should be held with the respective townships and property owners before any commitments are made.
Water Trail Designation Project

Bill Zehnder and Brian Chapman reported on this new initiative.  The Cass River Greenway, in partnership with several area organizations, have applied to the National Park Service for assistance in developing a plan to qualify and apply for National Water Trail Designation status.  There are specific criteria that must be met to qualify for national designation, and we believe working on these will benefit not only our area residents, but also provide significant benefits to our communities from increased tourism.  We will know by September if our application for assistance is approved.
Update:  The National Park Service has informed the Cass River Greenway that the application for assisstance has been approved.  The project will begin with an October meeting.  A press release is being worked on and will be issued at the October meeting.
2016 Phragmites Control Plan

Bob Zeilinger reported that roadsides in three Tuscola County townships (Wells, Kingston and Dayton) have been treated.  Also, three townships in Saginaw County (Spaulding, Birch Run and Frankenmuth) have been treated.  Thank you Tuscola County Road Commission and Saginaw County Road Commission for your support – and thank you to the survey volunteers for mapping the phragmites.
Finally, volunteers treated three private property stands of phragmites.

Streambank Erosion Control Plan for 2016
Tiffany Foco reported that plans for 2016 included a goal of stabilizing 1500 feet of streambank.  However, significant delays in obtaining DEQ permits have stalled all installation to date.  Installation will begin upon receipt of the DEQ permit and as weather permits.  Three sites are in Bridgeport Township, two sites in Frankenmuth Township and one site in Indianfields Township.
319 Implementation Grant
Tiffany Foco reported on a major grant request that was recently approved by the DEQ.  This request was for implentation of best practices in managing livestock access to waterways and manure management.  Past DEQ water quality monitoring has determined that a number of streams that feed the Cass River do not meet water quality limits for e-coli.  This funding will allow technitians to work with livestock operators in a co-opertive manner to address these concers.  The Tuscola Conservation District, Saginaw Bay RC&D and UM Flint will be the lead groups on this. 

A press release will be issued soon.

Davis Park Launch Tour

Following the meeting Bill Wheeler hosted a tour of Bridgeport’s new Davis Park launch.  The launch features a floating dock with roller platforms to access and depart the water.  New parking lot and driving and walking trails have been installed.  The launch adjoins a large park/greenspace area that includes a pavilion and playground.  It is a great addition to our Cass River WaterTrail.
Next Meeting:  Wednesday, November 2, 2016  1:00 – 3:00PM

                           At the Vassar City Office
Bob Zeilinger
September 17, 2016
