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Cass River Greenway
2016 Year in Review
By CRG Chairman, Robert Zeilinger
Community Membership and Agency Support:

Organized in 2007, the Cass River Greenway Committee membership includes volunteer residents and municipal leaders from cities, communities and townships along the Cass River from Cass City downstream to Bridgeport.  Expanding the volunteer base for work on the Cass River Greenway project is critical to achieving many of the committee’s goals, and we welcome additional volunteers.

The Cass River Greenway Committee is strongly supported by federal, state and county agencies whose representatives are members of the committee.  They include:  MDEQ Water Bureau, US Fish & Wildlife Service, Saginaw Bay RC&D, Saginaw Basin Land Conservancy, UM Flint-University Outreach, Saginaw Area Storm Water Authority, Saginaw and Tuscola County Conservation Districts, Saginaw and Tuscola County Road Commissions, Saginaw Bay CISMA, and The Nature Conservancy.
Goals Developed by the Cass River Greenway Committee:

· Develop Recreation Opportunities on the Cass River and along its corridor

· Encourage Preservation of Wildlife Habitat and Critical Natural Lands

· Improve Water Quality of the Cass River

Goal – Develop Recreation Opportunities on the Cass River and along its corridor:

The design and construction of a water trail on the Cass River is our top priority for this goal.  Two additional launch sites were completed in 2016. The first is in Bridgeport Township at Davis Park, directly behind their township office center.  The launch features a universal access floating dock, and a new parking lot with driving and walking trails.  The second is in Juniata Township, Tuscola County, near the M-46 Bridge and utilizes the upgraded parking lot at the DNR State Game Area.  This is a natural launch utilizing a gravel covered geo-textile pad accessed by a short walk through a forest-shaded pathway from the parking lot.  The Lower Cass River Water Trail has now been expanded to a distance of 34 miles (from 24 miles) and also includes a portage around the newly constructed fish passage rock ramp in Frankenmuth.  Two additional launches are fully funded and planned for construction in 2017.  They include one in downtown Vassar, which will include a community park area, and one upstream of the Davis Park launch at the Dixie Highway Bridge, where a new facility named Hoffman Park will be built.
Additionally, the boat launch at the Frankenmuth Memorial Park will be renovated to upgrade the boat launch, add park amenities and add a soft bank kayak launch.
The Cass River Greenway, in partnership with several area organizations, has received approval for an assistance grant from the National Park Service for developing a plan to qualify for National Water Trail Designation status.  We believe working on designation criteria will benefit not only the long term sustainability of the water trail, but also provide significant benefits to area communities from increased tourism. 
We are now beginning to explore the potential of an Upper Cass River Water Trail.  Cass City is interested in building a launch site on their village property.  An access site between Cass City and Caro would be very desirable and potential sites are being evaluated.  Currently the Caro dam is an obstacle that prevents linking an Upper Cass River Water Trail with the Lower Cass River Water Trail.

The Lower Cass River Water Trail Map can be downloaded from our web site www.cassriver.org.

The 5th Annual Float and Swim the Cass River was held on June 25.  Eleven swimmers accompanied by two pontoon boats and approximately 80 paddlers in kayaks and canoes made the swim/float from Tuscola to Frankenmuth.  The event continues to grow and this year participants came from across Michigan.
Bridgeport hosted The Great Lakes Rendezvous for the second year on August 18-21.  Approximately 100 participants set up camps and demonstrated fur trading, hatchet throwing and various activities performed in the 1760’s.
Goal – Encourage Preservation of Wildlife Habitat and Critical Natural Lands:

Progress continues on our Phragmites Control Program.  Phragmites is a non-native, invasive reed that threatens the ecological health of wetlands and the shorelines of lakes and rivers.  This effort began in 2010 with demonstration treatment projects on five sites.  Since then we have partnered with the Saginaw and Tuscola County Road Commissions to locate and treat phragmites along roadways in 19 townships along the Cass River corridor.  In addition, approximately 5 private properties have been treated each year.  We plan on continuing this effort and expanding our outreach to private property owners in 2017. Additionally, the Cass River Greenway is a member of the Saginaw Bay Cooperative Invasive Species Management Area organization (a group of organizations focused on leveraging resources to address invasive plants and animals that threaten our environment).  The Saginaw Bay CISMA has received grant funding to accelerate the treatment of invasive plants in our area.
Goal – Improve Water Quality of the Cass River:

Caro hosted the 8th Annual Cass River Clean Up on July 23.  Approximately forty-five volunteers worked to clean the river upstream and downstream of Chippewa Landing Park for a total of 4 miles. Over 2 tons of trash was collected including 30 tires and several steel and plastic drums.
We have now “cleaned” approximately 39 miles of the Cass River.

Cass City will be hosting the 2017 Cass River Clean Up.

Improvement of river water quality is a watershed wide activity and involves a long-term commitment. The Michigan DEQ and the Federal EPA approved the Cass River Watershed Management Plan in 2015.  A major funding request, based on the issues identified in the “plan”, has been approved.  The grant will fund resources under the direction of the Tuscola County Conservation District to promote Best Practices in Livestock and Manure Management near several tributaries of the Cass River.  The purpose of the project is to reduce documented e-coli in four streams located in Saginaw and Tuscola Counties.  The Watershed Management Plan can be found on our web site www.cassriver.org.
Sedimentation caused by stream bank erosion changes a waterway in many ways that harm its natural ecology.  For example it can; disrupt the food web by damaging habitat where stream organisms live, transport nutrients that feed the “wrong” types of plants and microorganisms in the water, and alter the flow of water and reduce water depths - making recreation use more difficult.
Saginaw Bay RC&D has successfully led an initiative to secure funding for steam bank erosion control on the Cass River.  The project involves installing tree revetments along severely eroding riverbanks.  This bank stabilization method uses 15-foot to 20-foot conifer trees to create a secured natural structure that will prevent loss of land into the river.  In addition, the trees and their branches attract insects and create aquatic habitat.
In 2015 approximately 1000 feet of double row tree revetments were installed on five sites in Saginaw and Tuscola County.  In 2016 there were 1500 feet installed in Bridgeport, Frankenmuth and IndianFields Townships.  500 feet are planned for 2017.
Thank you for your involvement and support.
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